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may result from immigration, the number will rise even if immigration ends because 
the state’s Hispanic population is much younger than its Anglo population. In 2010 the 
number of Hispanics in Texas under age thirty-seven outnumbered Anglos in the same 
age group. Thus, the Texans most likely to make baby Texans in the immediate future 
are Hispanic.

While much has been made of the emergence of a Latino majority in Texas, we 
have to remember how broad these racial categories are and how many differences 
exist within such groups. The term Hispanic includes many recent immigrants who 
may share a language but have origins that go beyond those of the Mexican-Americans 
usually considered Hispanics in Texas. In fact, Texas has seen immigration from both 
Central and South America. While Hispanics that come from countries in these regions 
may share a language, the nations are very different. At the same time, some Hispanics 
in Texas trace their lineage to before the United States, Texas, or even Mexico existed. 
These Texan families represent some of the state’s oldest and including them in the 
same category with the state’s newest arrivals illustrates the problems of relying on such 
broad categories.

At the start of the twentieth century, German Americans were considered distinct 
and foreign enough to generate fear among some that they would align themselves 
with Germany during World War I. Many of 2050’s Hispanics will be the product of 
several generations of living in America and all of the socialization inherent in the 
public school system, media, and other culture.
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  FIGURE 1.2    Race and Ethnicity in Texas, 2014

Source: Data from U.S. Census Bureau, “State and County QuickFacts: Texas,” http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/
PST045215/48.


